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KEYS Curriculum  
 

Curriculum Intent  
 

Our Curriculum has been designed by Cronton CE to provide a bespoke, unique and exciting curriculum 
that is tailor-made to suit our children, their learning and their futures.  Every child is unique and 
important. They are at the centre of their learning; starting as part of a class, whole school, the local 
community and then on to their future role in modern Britain and as a future global citizen. Our KEYS 
curriculum develops each child and the understanding that Knowledge and skills Empower You to 
Succeed. 
  
We maintain a broad and balanced approach to our curriculum, which alongside English and 
Mathematics will provide our children with skills, knowledge and vocabulary rich experiences that excite 
and engage. We will foster attitudes and qualities which will enable them to become confident, caring, 
respectful and responsible citizens.  We offer a spiritual, moral, social and cultural experience for all 
through our curriculum and also through extra-curricular clubs and activities, day trips and residential 
experiences in KS2.  We use a wide variety of resources to assist us in delivering this bespoke curriculum 
including specialist teachers, visits and curriculum enhancements and ensure links and relationships are 
meaningful to the children and their learning.  
 
Our curriculum is planned to ensure it will build upon what children already know in a sequential way to 
give them powerful knowledge and skills while making relevant links to secure their understanding of the 
world around them. We ensure that all children receive quality first teaching for every subject with high 
of expectations for all. We provide a quality education that is inclusive and equips our children to be 
lifelong learners.  
  
Our KEYS Curriculum: 
Develops each child with, KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS and VOCABULARY. It is broad, balanced and has clear 
progression which is sequential in these areas 
 
It is filled with rich purposeful first-hand experiences and uses sourced expertise. It develops values and 
the learning attitudes of INDEPENDENCE, PERSEVERANCE, CURIOSITY, TEAMWORK and take 
RESPONSIBILITY to always be the BEST we can be.   
 
We want our children to show RESPECT and have RESPONSIBILITY to each other and in all aspects of 
life.  It embraces children’s knowledge and understanding of the developing world we live in, from our 
COMMUNITY, modern multi -cultural Britain and as a Global Citizens of the future. KEYS Curriculum  

 
 

 “I can do everything through God who gives me strength” Philippians 4:13 
 

 
Introduction 

 
Art is a vital part of our KEYS curriculum (Knowledge and Skills Empower You to Succeed). It has a 
significant and valuable role in both the taught curriculum, and in the enrichment opportunities we offer 
our pupils. These have included activities such as working collaboratively with other schools, working with 
artists to create work for our school environment and focused art weeks.  
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Intent 
“Every child is an artist.” Pablo Picasso 

 
At Cronton C.E. Primary School we believe that every child is indeed an artist and this underpins our 

Christian Vision: “I can do everything, through God who gives me strength.” The study of Art and Design is 
important in developing our core learning attributes. Studying Art and Design encourages the curiosity of 

children. Through learning about artists both contemporary and past, the children can explore their 
personal responses to works and understand that different perspectives are equally as valid and there is 

not a right or wrong response to what they see and feel. The exploration of different media and 
techniques in designing and preparatory work encourages independence and perseverance. Children 
learn responsibility when handling medium, looking after tools and equipment and understand that 

effort and application are as important as the finished result or piece of work. 
  

Art and Design is a Foundation subject within the National Curriculum and as such Cronton C.E. Primary 
school follows the programmes of study across the school. 
The National Curriculum for Art and Design aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design 
techniques  

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design  

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 
historical and cultural development of their art forms.  

 
The Art and Design curriculum at Cronton C.E. Primary contributes to the KEYS curriculum by developing: 

 Children’s critical abilities 

 Children’s understanding of their own and others’ cultural heritages through studying a range of 
artists and art forms both contemporary and from other periods in history. 

 Children’s ability to use a range of materials in drawing, painting and sculpture creatively to design 
and make products and develop and share their ideas. 

 Children’s understanding of the visual elements of art and design (line, tone, texture, colour, 
pattern, shape, 3D form and space) with effective teaching and considered sequences of lessons 
and experiences. 
 

It builds from the exploratory experiences in the Early Years Foundation Stage to enable the children to 
develop and refine their skills, knowledge of media and of Art and Design as they progress through their 
primary education.  
 
Key Attributes of an Artist and Designer at Cronton 

 Curiosity about different media and a willingness to explore the effects they can create with them. 

 Confidence to draw adventurously from observation, memory and imagination. 

 Knowledge and skills to select and use materials, processes and techniques they have learned and 
develop them further. 

 Independence, initiative and originality in their approach to their work. 

 Knowledge and understanding of other artists, craft makers and designers, including those from 
our heritage, from periods of history and those that are contemporary. 

 Reflective, analytic and able to critically evaluate their own work and that of others. 
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Implementation 

The Primary National Curriculum sets out the following requirements. 

Subject content  

Key Stage 1  
Pupils should be taught:  

 To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  

 To use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 
imagination  

 To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 
form and space  

 About the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

Key Stage 2  

 Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of 
materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design.  
Pupils should be taught:  

 To create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  

 To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 
with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]  

 About great artists, architects and designers in history.  
 
At Cronton C.E. these expectations are implemented in the following ways. 

 Skills and knowledge are developed throughout each art topic and are mapped across the school 
to ensure progression. (See Appendix 1)). 

 Across Key Stage One, Lower Key Stage Two and Upper Key Stage Two, the children will have the 
opportunity to develop their creative knowledge and skills across a variety of art disciplines: 
drawing, painting, textiles, printing, collage and sculpture.  

 
Medium Term Planning (See Appendix 2 for an example) 
Medium Term plans are produced for each unit. They outline: 

 Links to our Christian Values 

 Starting questions for the unit. 

 Key assessment objectives 

 Key skills 

 Key vocabulary 

 Key knowledge 

 Resources needed for the unit. 
 

Short Term Planning 
Units in Art and Design are taught through a sequence of six hourly discreet lessons over half a term. 
The sequence of lessons will include: 

 An introduction to the artist or art form to be studied. 
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KEYS Curriculum  
 

 Key knowledge on the background of the artist or art form to be studied, which provides 
context of the artwork, as well as the artists and times that they are learning about and being 
inspired by. This enables links to other curriculum areas, such as history and geography, with 
children developing their knowledge of art from different historical periods and individual artists 
as well as individual works and art movements. 

 Key vocabulary related to the art forms studied. 

 The use of a range of materials and media to explore and develop art and design techniques and 
skills necessary for the art forms. 

 Production of a piece of children’s own work in the style of the art form studied 

 Evaluating work, making links and comparisons between their own and others’ work. Writing an 
evaluation of their work. 

Lesson Format 
 

 
 

 
 

Art lessons have a set format that is followed to maintain consistency, progression and allow for 
all the knowledge and skills being implemented. 
The lesson structure has been designed to ensure the children learn more and remember more, 
combining recapping with learning new knowledge and allowing children to make links across 
skills and knowledge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes on Open Minds and Engage: 
This will depend on where in the sequence of lessons the class is up to. 
It may need: 
Model research techniques 
Looking at a good design example. 
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Discussing a work of art 
Modelling techniques – videos can be used from you tube etc. 
Trouble shoot – what might go wrong and how to avoid it. 
Setting a criteria. 
If the focus of the lesson is practical – a quick recap on techniques and how to use resources safely 
and correctly should be all that is needed (5-10 minutes) as practical work takes time to undertake 
and will need more lesson time. 

 
The children practise and develop mastery in the key processes of art: drawing, painting, printing, textiles 
and sculpture and develop their confidence in the use of different media. 

 Teachers will use a variety of modes of working depending on the task - independent, group or 
class. 

 There is no specialist teaching as art is taught by class teachers. 

 Classroom assistants are used to assist teachers where available, having had training and briefing 
by the individual teacher prior to the lesson. 

 Art is a subject that lends itself easily to equal opportunities and children with special needs are 
catered for by the adaptation of the work when necessary, to ensure full participation. Reference 
may also be made to the Equal Opportunities and Special Needs policies. 

 The children’s knowledge and understanding of some other cultures is enhanced through some 
aspects of the Art Curriculum, linking where possible to other aspects of their studies. 

 Where possible enhancements to enrich the children’s cultural capital, such as visits and visitors 
e.g. a trip to The Lowry Centre in Salford will be undertaken where it is relevant to the unit. 

 Art is not generally given as a homework subject, but there may be occasions when the class 
teacher feels it is appropriate. (Refer to Homework Policy.) 

 The emphasis on art teaching is on first-hand experience and we encourage children to 
increasingly take responsibility for and control of their own learning. 

 It is the responsibility of the classroom teacher to ensure the correct procedures with regard to 
health and safety with the children and equipment. 

 Health and safety should be taught to the children as an integrated part of their learning. 
(See Risk Assessment for Art and Design) 

 Resources are either stored in the individual classrooms or in the Art and Design cupboards in the 
Infant Area. Resources such as pencils, paints, paper are ordered by the individual classes. More 
specialised resources such as printing tiles, pastels, dyes and inks are provided from the Art and 
Design budget. 

 

Impact 
 
Attainment Targets  
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and 
processes specified in the relevant programme of study.  

 
 
Impact at Cronton C.E. Primary 
Assessment in Art and Design pays regard to: 

 Children’s progress in knowledge and vocabulary  

 The use of materials and tools using correct techniques  

 The application of techniques in their own work 

 Evaluation of their own work as well as others. 
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 Within each unit, each lesson has clear objectives which are shared with the children and are 
assessed against through observation, evaluation of work in books or against pieces of art work. 

 Marking of children’s work is essential to ensure they make further progress. Work is marked in 
line with the school marking policy. Children are given time to read teachers’ comments and make 
corrections or improvements in the review section. Responses to marking are made as close to the 
work as possible, ideally at the start of the next lesson. Some pieces of work in Art and Design can 
be marked by children themselves, with support and guidance from the teacher. 
( See Appendix 3) 

 

 An assessment lesson at the end of each unit provides information for teachers to use alongside 
Formative assessment from the topic. This information is recorded on an Excel sheet which 
indicates the KEY learning for each topic. An assessment of WT – working towards, WAT working 
at or WAB working above the expected level is given and an overall judgement is given at the end 
of the year based on the units across the year.  

The subject lead will use this information to: 

 Gain an understanding of progress and attainment across year groups and each Key Stage. 

 Any needs for further resourcing. 

 Identify any staff CPD requirements. 
 
Children’s progress is reported to parents twice annually through the parent teacher meetings and the 
written report. 
Classroom displays reflect the children’s sense of pride in their artwork and this is also demonstrated by 
creative outcomes across the wider curriculum.  
The wider school environment also celebrates children’s achievements in art and demonstrates the 
subject’s high status in the school, with outcomes, including sculptures, enhancing the environment. 
The art curriculum at Cronton C.E. contributes to children’s personal development in creativity, 
independence, judgement and self-reflection. 
 
Further Subject Lead Responsibilities 

 Monitor continuity and progression. This will be achieved through classroom observation, reading 
planning files and looking at work produced by the children in accordance with the school’s 
monitoring cycle. 

 Ensuring the stocks of both consumables and non- consumables are replenished as necessary. 
Class teachers are responsible for ordering those that will remain in their own classrooms. 

 Ensure they have an up to date knowledge of art education and disseminate information to 
colleagues as necessary. 

 
Appendix 
1. Long term Art Plan 
2. Medium Term and Short Term Plan Example 
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Appendix 1 
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Appendix 2 
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