What causes earthquakes
and volcanoes?

Beneath the Earth’s surface there are
red hot rocks. As these rocks move,
they cause earthquakes on the
surface. When they break through,
they create volcanoes. This tends to
happen near plute boundaries.
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Earth’s surface. Currents. carry hot and cool materi-
als closer to the surface and back down. These

Volcanoes produce

fertile soil; that's why
people live near them.

Measuring earthquakes

There are two scales for measuring
earthquakes. The Richter scale
measures the energy from the
shock. The Mercalli scale measures
the effect on people and buildings.
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Ash cloud

Lava flow

Layers of ash and lava
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Magma chamber

summit
The top of a mountain.

snow line
Above here snow and
ice cover the mountain
all year.

tree line
The highest point
forests are found.

slope
An area of ground

increasing in height.

valley
The area of low land
between mountains.

ridge
A long, narrow, high
section of land.

The bottom of the
mountain.

plateau
An area of flat, high
ground.

face
The “side” of a
mountain.
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in the sea.




